
 

 

Draft Gonzales Neighbourhood Plan 
 
What’s proposed? 
The Queen Anne Heights / Foul Bay Road / 
Gonzales Hill area is home to important tree 
canopies and natural areas, including Garry Oak 
ecosystems. For this area, the draft plan 
prioritizes maintaining the natural areas, tree 
canopy, and green, large lot character of these 
areas. With the exception of small lot houses, the 
plan proposes that ground-oriented housing (e.g. 
detached house, duplex, houseplex, townhouses) 
be considered which meets the following criteria: 

• Thoughtful site planning that minimizes 
disturbance to open space and tree 
canopy. 

• Maximize retention of the urban forest 
through converting or sensitively adding 
on to existing buildings. 

• New buildings should generally fall within 
the footprint of previous buildings or 
developed areas (e.g. parking area) 

• New development is encouraged to 
register natural area covenants 
protecting trees, native ecosystems and landscape features (e.g. rock outcrops). 

• Further panhandle or small lot subdivisions are not supported in these areas. The further subdivision of 
existing panhandle lots in also not supported.  

• Subdivision into standard sized lots (460m2 / 5000 sq. ft.) may be considered if all other policy objectives 
for the area can be met. 

• Where there is a conflict between general plan objectives for Traditional Residential housing and the 
protection of natural areas, site planning in this area should prioritize the protection of natural areas. 

• Support retention and adaptive re-use of existing buildings of heritage merit 
 
What’s new? 

• The 2002 neighbourhood plan did not support panhandle lot subdivisions or small lot rezonings in this 
area, and encouraged conversion of existing character houses as an alternative. These policies continue in 
the 2018 draft plan. 

• The Official Community Plan considers a full range of ground-oriented housing to 2 storeys throughout 
Traditional Residential areas. This neighbourhood plan focuses on sensitively integrating supported 
housing types into the neighbourhood by proposing area-specific objectives, and more detailed lot width 
and area, height, density, design, and other requirements for the neighbourhood, generally. 

Benefits and tradeoffs 
• Retains some opportunity to add forms of ground oriented housing in the area 
• Strengthens policies for maintaining the tree canopy and natural areas. 
• Opportunity for enhanced sustainability – attached housing is more energy efficient 


